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The Project’s aim is poor upland villages within the Murat River Watershed, Eastern Anatolia, 
Turkey. The area is located within the provinces of Elazig, Bingol and Mus, which are ranked 
53rd, 77th and 79th respectively out of 81 provinces in United Nations Development 
Programme’s (UNDP) Human Development Index (HDI). The Project goal is reduced poverty 
among the upland communities of the Murat River Watershed. The development objective is 
improved livelihood and natural resources management in these catchment areas. The 
rehabilitation of the natural resource base is expected to “create the foundation for a sustainable 
utilization of the micro-catchment and increase the catchments’ resilience to impact of extreme 
weather events (rainfall and droughts). The geographic coverage of the Project is defined as the 
hilly parts of Murat river watershed (technically the upper watershed of the Murat/Euphrates river 
system), which definition generates two areas within the upland districts and villages of Elazig, 
Bingol and Mus provinces in Eastern Anatolia separated by a relatively flat area of high plateau. 
The selected territory comprises some 100 micro catchments (MCs) of differing sizes with 
varying degrees of natural resource endowment and degradation and proximity to larger 
settlements. Common agro-ecological characteristics of the Project area are high altitude, steep 
slopes prone to erosion, limited availability of surface water and a short growing season following 
a long winter with snow. Relentless pressure on the fragile natural resource base has resulted in 
loss of vegetative cover and soils, and contributed to the risks of landslides and floods. 
 
Keywords: Murat River, Watershed Rehabilitation, Sustainable Soil Using, Natural Resources


