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INTRODUCTION

There are various definitions of the environment in different disciplines. The
variety in the definitions of the environment does not solely stem from different
scientific approaches. It also stems from the qualitative and quantitative differences of
the elements which constitute the environment (Giilay et al., 2011). The word
environment is generally used for events out of organism (Under, 1996). Everything
which an organism takes place in and excludes the organism constitutes the external
environment of the organism. In a general definition, the environment is the whole
physical, chemical, biologic and social effects during a certain period of time that can
have a direct or indirect impact on human activities and the living immediately or
within a long period ((Erol, 2005, Giillii, 2007, Ozcan, 2008, Giilay et al., 2011).
Ecology, on the other hand, has a much narrower scope compared to environment.
Derived from Greek words oikos (home or a place to live in) and logos (information),
ecology can be defined as a science field which analyzes the living and their
relationships with the environment (Muslu 2000). Therefore, the science of ecology
investigates houses, living places and environments of the all living. The environment
concept in this definition includes other animals, plants, climate and soil as well.

In conceptual terms, the environment is the whole of non-living and living
organisms including humanbeing as a fundamental element; physical, chemical,
biologic and social factors that affect all species and the behaviors of the living; natural,
economic and cultural values.

The living and non-living organisms form a dynamic system called ecosystem
based on a mutual matter exchange. As a living organism, humanbeing takes place
among the elements of these systems. The survival of humanbeing depends on the
presence of suitable food, shelter and other environmental conditions. Population
growth and industrial development bring adverse pressure on limited environmental
means and lead to change in the environment and extinction of plant and animal
communities. The extinction of a community due to adverse effects generally makes it
impossible to renew. It is inevitable for some species to completely extinct in case of
decreases in population number and severe deteriorations. Since decreasing or lost
species are the products of millions years of an evolutionary-ecology process, they
should be reckoned as irrevocable values (Sisli 1996). For that reason, a sustainable
environment approach is important. Sustainability consists of ecologic, social and
economic factors. These systems constitute fundamental pillars of society. The
sustainability of these factors shapes the future of a society (Kumler, 2009). Sustainable
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